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China is under greater stress of warming than the global average. Due to the limited natural resources per capita and the great imbalance of regional economic 
development, China is vulnerable to climate change. Any decisions to adapt should be taken cautiously to avoid the vicious cascading consequences, and therefore 
concrete scientific support is necessary for climate policy making. China has committed to a peak level of greenhouse gas emissions in 2030, and to achieving national 
carbon neutrality by 2060. It is time to review China's working experience of enhancing climate resilience thus far and to update its climate actions.
China has published three editions of the National Assessment Report on Climate Change (in 2007, 2011, and 2015), and now it is nearly ready to publish the fourth 
edition. Adaptation is a big component within these reports. Besides these national reports, a Study Report on National Strategy of Climate Change Adaptation was 
published in 2011, with the specific purpose of supporting China's adaptation policy making. In the meantime, plenty of pioneering adaptation actions have been 
implemented already in China: at the physical level, examples such as the Tibetan Railway and the South-to-North Water Diversion Project; at the ecological level, 
examples such as the Three-North Forest Shelterbelt Program, the Natural Forest Protection Project, the Returning Farmland to Forest Project, and the Returning 
Land for Grazing to Pasture Project; and at the socio-economic level, examples such as securing human health and poverty alleviation. Although tremendous efforts 
have been made to increase climate resilience in China, insufficient scientific evidence has always hampered effective adaptation actions. Identifying the gaps 
between the science and the practice, and summarizing what lessons can be learned from the working experience of past decades, would be greatly helpful in making 
more ambitious plans to increase climate resilience in the future. The key scientific issues that need to be addressed are: the exact implications of climate 
vulnerability and risks; the links between climate risks and the set-up of adaptation aims; synergy and trade-offs of adaptation and mitigation; and the effective 
adaptation pathways to achieve the resilience goals. In this Special Issue, we focus on reviewing the scientific progress relevant to adaptation research in China, and 
try to reveal how scientific innovation is supporting adaptation practice in China. Additionally, submissions on practical guidelines for effective adaptation 
implementation, on financing mechanisms of adaptation investment, and on powerful tools for monitoring and evaluation of adaptation processes are also 
encouraged. It is widely recognized that adaptive capacity building (ACB) is very important to ensure the success of adaptation actions, so any submissions with 
specified implications concerning ACB would be more welcome. Key words: China, vulnerability to climate change, climate risks, climate change adaptation, synergy 
and trade-off, policy-making, adaptation actions, monitoring and evaluation, adaptive capacity building

If you are interested, we encourage you to submit an abstract to the editorial office via rmetseditorialoffice@wiley.com.
Your abstract will be reviewed by the guest editors to ensure your topic is within scope of this special issue
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